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Appl. No. 09/440,434 

Amdt. dated September 9, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 1 1 , 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Please cancel claim 17 without prejudice and amend claims 9-16, 19-23, 25, and 26 as 
follows: 

Claims 1-8 (cancelled). 

9. (currently amended): A otorago allocation media proearam delivery method comprising: 

receiving a request for media program stomgo services^ from a client among a plurality of 
clients, for recording and delivery of media programs from a media program provider having 
access to sources of media and a plurality of media delivery systems having a scheduler for 
recording and playback control of media programs; 

determining a client storage capacity in storage remote to the client based on a grade of 
service selected by the client wherein the grade of service comprises a duration of total media 
program time and a media program delivery data rate: 

allocating storing a-^pre the determined omoimt of client availabl e storage capacity as a 
storage capacity parameter in a client file to tho cUcnt in rosponGo to th e r e guGfit for mndia 
program storago ser\aceg, th e pr e det e rmined amount of client avoilablo otomgo capacity allocat e d 
to th e client being det e rmined by a request for storag e capacity from th e client ; and 

assigning a cost of the media program services by the media program provider to the 
client based on the allooatod amount of otomgo; client's selected grade of service, 
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1 0. (currently amended): A The media projgram delivery method in accordono e with of 
claim 9 further comprisingi 

receiving a request to record an identified media proeram from the client: 

determining whether the storage capacity required by the identified media program 
exceeds the client storage capacity; 

selecting the identified media program from a media source selected bv the client or from 
a best available media source; 

recording the identified media program in a media format selected by ttie chent in a 
media storage facility shared for media program services if the identified media program does not 
exceed the client storage capacity: and 

notifying the client of the amount of remaining client available storage time if the 
identified media program exceeds the client storage capacity and this remaining cUent available 
storage time is insufficient to record the identified media program . 

1 1 . (currently amended): A The media program deUverv method in accordance with of 
claim 10 further comprising offering additional storage capacity time to the client if the identified 
media program exceeds the client storage capacity . 

1 2 . (currently amended): A The media program deUvery method in aooordono e with of 
claim 9 comprising: 

receiving a request for piuxhase of additional storage time from the client and in response 
thereto, allocating additional increasing the storage capacity parameter in te the client file to 
reflect the purchase of additional storage time . 
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1 3 . (currently amended): A The media program delivery method in aocordanc e with of 
claim » -10 further c omprisinR: 

delivering the etefed -identified media program from Gtorag e to the client in the client 
selected media format and incr e asinR tho stora g o allooat e d to th e cli e nt by an amoimt 
GubGttmtially ^qnftl t» ^hn rtnrng ft nr .p tfi tn gfnrn th o fltor e d modin program upon the chent 
requesting delivery of the identified media program . 

14. (currently amended): A storage allocation method comprising: 

receiving a request from a client for media program storag e services from a media 
program provide:L froni a clieH t; 

determining a client storage capacity allocation based on a client's selected grade of 
service, wherein the grade of service comprises a duration of total media program time and a 
media program delivery data rate; ^ 

allocating in a selected media storage facility shared for media program services a^Fe - 
dotermin e d amount of t he cUent's availabl e storage capacity allocation to tho olieat in rospono e 
to use th e requ e st for media program storag e services ; 

receiving a request for stomg e recording of an identified media program from the client; 

determining vyhether the storage capacity required by the identified media program 
exceeds the client storage capacity allocation: 

storing the identified media program for a predetermined time period if the identified 
media program does not exceed the client storage capacity allocation and detormining an amount 
of client availabl e stomgo capacity remaining after tho storag e of th e identifi e d program ; and 
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automatically reclaiming e stablishing an Gxpimtinn Hntn for th a TnnHin . prnjrmm otorod 
and whoroin the amount of storage capacity used to store the identified media program is mado 
feus^te at the end of the predetermined time period, wherein the reclaimed storage capacity may 
be reused by the client at th e poasing of tho oxpiration dat o. 

1 5 . (currently amended): A The storage allocation method in accordance with of claim 

14 further comprising; 

notifying the client of Ae-an,expiration date before the posoing e nd of the expiration dato 
predetermined time period . 

16. (currently amended): A The storage allocation method in aocordano o with of claim 

1 5 further comprising; 

offering the client an additional time period of storage for the stered -identified 
mtttenedia program, 

17. (cancelled> 

18. (cancelled). 

1 9. (currently amended): A The media program delivery method in aocordanoo with of 
claim 9 10 further comprising; 

detennining the amount of storage time needed to store {[aJl the identified media program 
identifiod by tho cliont and denying storage when the needed amount of storage time exceeds the 
amount of client available storage capacity . 

20. (currently amended): A The media program delivery method in accordonoo with of 
claim 1 9 further comprising: 
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offering additional storage capacity t ime to the client. 

2 1 , (currently amended): A The media program delivery method is acoordonoo with of 
claim 9-10_wherein the identified media program is stored in a plurality of media program storage 
locations and the media program deUyerv method conrprises notifying an allocator function of 
the total amount of storage capacity in use to store media programs requested by the client. 

22. (currently amended): A media program storage system comprising: 

a plurality of storage units for receiving and storing a predetermined plurality of requested 
media program p rograms s ignalo and for supporting a plurality of grades of service, said storage 
imits being located in different geographic locations and each grade of service of the plurahtv of ' 
grades of service comprising a duration of total media program time and a media program 
delivery data rate : 

a network accessible server for receiving requests for storage of id e ntified the requested 
media progra m programs signal s fi-om network connected clients and in response to a request 
fix>m a client fo r a media program notifving - operates to notify o ne of the pluraUty of storage units 
to receive and store the id e ntifio d - r equested m edia program siggal -ip a client selected format 
wherein the network accessible server stores a value identifying an amount of storage available to 
the client[[;]] and 

the storage units compris e apporatuo rogponoive to the notifications firom tho n e twork 
accessible serv^ e r for r e c e iving and storing tho identified program and t he network accessible 
serve r for notifyin g operates to notify the requesting client of a netwoiic address at which to 
retrieve the stored media program. 
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23. (currently amended): A The media prpgram storage system in acoordanco with of 
claim 22 further comprising: 

apparatus responsive to a deU very request from the client via the network for delivering 
the stored media program in the client selected format to the client via the network. 

24. (cancelled). 

25. (currently amended): A The media program storage system in oooordonoo with of 
claim 22 wherein the network accessible server stores a preferred Usting of media programs for 
access by the chent. 

26. (currently amended): A The media program storage system in accordanc e with of 
claim 25 wherein the network accessible server stores listings of media programs in addition to 
the preferred listing. 

Claims 27-33 (cancelled). 
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